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ends of the break, according to the directions on the tube.
After that, every time Mme Maillecottin was doing her housework and came to dust the musketeers, in spite of herself she remembered that exciting evening, with all the emotions and the little annoyances which it had meant for her. But she was not one of those women who, to make life simpler, would rather have a plain wood sideboard. It was better to take a little trouble and live surrounded by beautiful things.
Beautiful things, of course, were fragile. Those who hadn't them could not understand what precautions one had to take to preserve them. When one saw vases, for example, going back to long before the war of 1870, and others older still, heirlooms, which belonged to old women of the neighbourhood, without a crack or a chip on them, young people did not realise how painstaking their owners had been. But when one was Mme Maillecottin's age, one appreciated these things better.
As she dusted the chairs, whose backs comprised one row of whirligigs and one row of little columns, she noticed once more that the cane seats of two of them were split. Edmond, her elder son, had not noticed it yet; and perhaps .it would be better if she said nothing to him about it. At the moment the re-caning of a chair cost one franc fifty, rock-bottom price.
Just as she was going to dust the sewing-machine (which, together with the table-square with rounded corners-the six chairs, and a bird-cage on a little rattan table, completed the furniture of the dining-room), it occurred to her that it was getting late, and that the beds were not made yet* The two bedrooms, like the kitchen, looked out on the courtyard. The krge one was occupied by the father and mother and by Isabelle. Her parents* bed stood at the right of the window. The head of the bed, although it was only four feet wide, took up the whole of the wall space, and the window could not be opened wider than at right angles. It was an old mahogany bed, which would certainly have harboured bugs but for the impeccable cleanliness of